Beta-blockade in the management of systolic dysfunction.
The concept that heart failure is simply the consequence of impaired pump function is now outmoded. Congestive heart failure is a neuroendocrine syndrome in with activation of the adrenergic nervous system and specific endocrine pathways is integral to its pathogenesis. It is now clear that chronic increases in adrenergic drive associated with heart failure have detrimental effects on myocardial function. The use of BAAs is now standard therapy for people who develop heart failure caused by systolic dysfunction. Beta-blockade may have a role in the management of dogs with heart failure.